a schoolboy's case *
His words did not affect the position in the Commons, for two-
to-one majorities were secured for the Bills; but their effect was
not lost on the merchant classes, some of whom began to tremble
for the safety of their money bags.
In the Lords, however, the resistance was more resolute.
Thurlow, who provided the King with a carefully-prepared
memorandum on the constitutional aspects of the measure, was
loud in his condemnation.
As I abhor tyranny in all its shapes [he said in the Lords], I shall
oppose most strenuously this strange attempt to destroy the true
balance of our constitution. I wish to see the Crown great and
respectable, but if the present Bill should pass, it will no longer be
worthy of a man of honour to wear. The King, in fact, will take
the diadem from his own head and place it on the head of Mr Fox.
It is said that as Thurlow spoke the last sentence he fixed his eyes
on the Prince of Wales, who had come to his place in the Lords
purposely to vote for the Bill. Camden spoke in a similar strain:
if the Bill was allowed to pass, he said, the world would witness
the undignified spectacle of' the King of England and the King
of Bengal contending for superiority in the British Parliament.'
Nevertheless, in spite of these spirited protests, the Bills were
given a first reading.
The East India Company petitioned to be heard by counsel.
Admitting the abuses of which Fox complained—and they were
not prepared to admit the existence of them—they attributed
their failure adequately to deal with Indian affairs, not to any
incompetency on the part of their servants, but to the irritating
interferences of the Government! This was a strange argument
to put forward at a time when the idea of laissez-faire was almost
universally condemned—and nowhere more vehemently than in
Whig circles. And there was a growing feeling throughout the
country that the Bills were thoroughly bad measures, which
ought to be resisted at all costs.
This knowledge decided George to act in a way which he
knew would bring down upon his head all the fury of Fox and
his friends. He empowered Temple to inform those peers who
were still sitting on the fence and wondering on to which side it
was most advantageous to jump that support of Fox's reforms in
India would incur the royal displeasure. Portland heard rumours
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